[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]


Elmvale Primary School
[image: image3.jpg]



Home Learning Policy

(June 2019)
Elmvale Home Learning Policy
Contents

1. Rationale
2. Aims
3. Strategies for effective home learning
4. Differentiation 
5. Support

6. Handing in home learning tasks
Throughout this document learning activities at home will be referred to as “Home Learning” in replacement of the word, “Homework.” This is in recognition that learning occurs in many places, at school, home and the wider community.
1. Rationale:

Home learning can help to improve achievement and raise attainment of individual pupils where it is meaningful, purposeful and enhances the learning experience. It can promote positive attitudes for pupils taking responsibility for their own learning.
Research shows that ‘when children and young people live in a supportive home learning

environment, it improves children and young people’s attainment and achievement’.

(2018 National Improvement Framework and Improvement Plan, 2017)
2. Aims
· To allow reflection, practice and consolidation of work covered in class.
· Encourage parents’ involvement in their children’s learning.

· To encourage pupils to become independent learners through their ability to plan and organise their own work, develop self discipline and study skills.
· To provide challenging and progressive activities at a pace appropriate to pupils’ needs.
3. Strategies for Achieving Aims
Homework will be relevant to the child’s work in class and will include a variety of skills i.e oral, written work, non-written work or research. These will reflect ongoing class work and will be based around the curriculum.
· Health and Wellbeing

· Languages

· Mathematics

· Social Studies

· Sciences

· Technologies

· Expressive Arts

· Religious and Moral Education

P1
In primary 1 during term 1 and 2, pupils will take home reading for enjoyment books through a lending library in class to share at home with their parents.  Alongside this, they will have a nursery rhyme a week to learn which will also be part of the learning in class.  From term 3 onwards pupils will have the ORT book with a related word wall to practice at home with an adult.  Pupils are to colour the word when they can successfully read it 3 times.  Pupils will also have a homework grid which includes related maths and IDL activities for the term, they are to complete 2 each week.  These are to consolidate any learning in the class and to encompass all curricular areas.

Homework in Primary 1 and 2 should last 10-15 minutes daily (approximately) and should be completed over four nights a week.
P2-3

Children will be issued with a grid of activities to be completed over a term. This allows children and parents to decide what and when they will do tasks. Parents are asked to tick or sign tasks as children complete them on the grid.

As well as the termly grid children from P1-3 will also be issued with weekly tasks including

*Oral work- revision of sounds and keywords appropriate to the child. Practice of spelling words/tables etc.

*Reading Activities – child reading to parent, parent reading to child or discussion.

* Number work-consolidation of work being covered in class.

* Research- bringing in objects or information relevant to class work e.g photographs (termly)
Homework in Primaries 2-3 should last 15-20 minutes daily (approximately) and should be completed over four nights a week. Some of this time can be dedicated to tasks from the grid.
P4-7

As well as the termly grid children from P4-7 will be issued with home learning tasks for that week. These will be issued either at the beginning of the week to be returned at end of week.
Weekly home learning tasks will include one or more of the following:

*Non-written work- Preparation of oral work e.g class talk. Practice of work required to learn e.g. spelling/tables etc

*Reading Activities- Reading to develop fluency and expression. Discussion of texts. *Number work-consolidation of work covered in class.

* IDL
Homework in Primaries 4-7 should last the equivalent of 20-30 minutes for four nights a week.
Home learning tasks will not be issued on the first week back following a holiday, during the last week of a term or during school holidays. Home learning missed due to an absence of more than two days, will not normally be required to be completed. Termly grid tasks can be completed during these times.
Although the school will endeavour to set home learning regularly and consistently, there may be occasions when this is not possible. This may be due to a variety of reasons e.g. the unexpected absence of the teacher, the school/ class timetable being changed unexpectedly.
4. Differentiation
All children work in ability groups for some subjects in class, home learning tasks will reflect this with tasks differentiated for their group. Differentiation of tasks may be
· by outcome- an open ended task, tackled in a variety of ways

· by support – the teacher may need to provide additional support before taking the task home
· by task i.e. different children carrying out different tasks.
How can parents and carers help?

Parents and carers can support their child at home by doing the following:
· Conversations about learning 

· Getting involved

· Finding out more

As parents and carers, you could ask:

· What have you been learning?

· How would you teach me what you have been learning?

· What are you going to learn next?

· Are there any ways that I could help you with that learning?

These types of questions are ‘constructive’.  They help young people to move from ‘I can’t do this’ to ‘I can’t do this yet’ to ‘I can’!

As well as the ‘conversations’ about learning, you can help by:

· Attending parents’ consultations and information sessions. 
· Supporting social events

· Offering to take part in school ‘events’

There are many ways of finding out more about learning. We have our own website and twitter.  
Most important of all, get in touch with the school.

These are some links to support home learning and parents/carers:
(1)  The Homework File, Teacher Pack & Scottish Executive (distributed to all schools)

(2)  Brain friendly revision, Network Educational Press, www.networkpress.co.uk
(3)  www.ngflscotland.gov.uk/parentzone.
5.Handing in home learning tasks.
We hope that parents support the school ethos of the importance of home learning tasks. 

Home learning tasks should be handed in on time. This gives the children valuable experience of working to a deadline/ sharing resources and facilitates staff with their planning and marking schedules.  
Pupils should be aware that if home learning tasks are not handed in on the due day, appropriate action will be taken.

1. The class teacher will speak to the child to ascertain the reason and ask for the task to be handed in the next school day.

2. If the task/s are not handed in the next day, teachers will note this and make contact with parents if this persists consecutively for 3 weeks.

3. If homework is later without valid reasoning, the child risks forfeiting their home learning being marked for that week.
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Active Spelling Home Learning Tasks

	1.  Wordsearch Make a wordsearch with your words. List them underneath.


	2. Sentences Write a sentence for each word to show you understand its meaning.
	3. Consonants & Vowels
Use a blue pencil for consonants and a red pencil for vowels 
	4.  Writing

Write a short story using all of your words 

	5.  Hangman
Play hangman with a partner using your words.


	6. Code Cracker
Put your words to a number code

 e.g. A=1, B=2
	7.  Alphabetical 

Arrange your words in alphabetical order.
	8.  Illustration 

Draw a picture with your words hiding in it. 

	9. Definition 

Use a dictionary to find the definition for your spelling words. 

	10. Rainbow
Write your words in different fonts and colours.
	11. Newspaper 

Use a magazine or newspaper to cut out letters to make your words
	12. Colourful 

Write your words in colourful bubble writing.


Write each of your spelling words 3 times

Next choose one of the activities below for spelling homework.

Complete the activity in your home learning jotter. Write the title of your chosen activity.

Parents/Carers feel free to comment in their jotter.
It is likely that this grid will be completed once per term. 
Websites:

· Spelling City: www.spellingcity.com
· Spellzone: www.spellzone.com/games 

· Doorway Speller:www.doorwayonline.org.uk/literacy/speller/ 

· BBC Bitesize – KS2 – English – Spelling and Grammar 
Blooms Reading Home Learning Tasks – saved in Home Learning Folder in our Establishment 
Home Learning Topic Grid Example Template- saved in Home Learning Folder in our Establishment 
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